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VI. An Account of a BOO K. 

Nov£ Hypothefeos, ad explicanda fehrium inter** 
mittentinm Symptomata Typos excogitate 
Hypotypofis. e Vna am TEliologia Ke medio - 
rnm j fpeciatim vero de cnratione per Gorti- 
ceni Peruvian urn. Accejpt Differtatiuncula 

de Intejhnorum motn Perijiaitico . Autbore 
Guilielnao Cole, M, D. Lond. in 8°. 

T n H E Learned Author declaring himfelf unfatisfied 
with the former Hypothefis about the Production 
of Intermitting Fevers, but fuppofing, from the Confe¬ 
deration of the Symptoms, that their Origine is owing 
to the Nervojum Genus , has, agreeably to that Conje¬ 
cture, formed to himfelf a new one j by which, (having 
revolv’d it long in his Thoughts) he thinks he can give 
himfelf a clearer Account of the reafon both of the Sym¬ 
ptoms and Method of Cure, (particularly that by the Cor- 
tex peruvianm) than from what others have laid down. 

To clear his way to it, hefirft takes notice of Four 
Fly to the ft; concerning them, which have either chiefly 
obtained,, or,he thinks are the moil confiderable,w«. That 
of the Ancients, who deduce them from Humours putri- 
fyingin primis viis $ or Sylvius, who places his Miner a 
in the Pancreas ; of Dr. Willis in the Mai’s of Blood ; 
of Dr. Jones in the Habit of the Body : Of his Diflent 
from each of which he alledges force Reafbns ; though in 
the general, (agreeably to three of them) that a Ferment 
to be fomewhere recorded out of the Road of the circu¬ 
lating Blood, and there gradually maturated, is neceflary 
to produce an interpolate DiStemperc 
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In order to determine both the Matter and Form of 
this Ferment, he lays down fbme obvious Conditions of 
it ; of which though tome may agree to one, tome to 
another of the enumerated Hypothefes,yet he endeavours 
to ihew, that All will not agree to any one of them, 
and therefore thinks fuch a one is to be iearched for, to 
which they eafily will. 

His own Opinion therefore is, That the Cortical part 
of the Brain may be the primary Seat of this Febrile 
Ferment; and that the Liquor to be there feparated, be¬ 
coming difproportionate to the Animal Functions, is the 
.Miner a of it; and, being thence difpenfed into all parts 
of the i Syftema Nervorum, may by degrees rile to fuch a 
Maturation as may produce the Fits. 

Here he takes occasion to endeavour to ellabliih the 
Exigence of the Nervous Jujce, in confirmation of what 
he had heretofore delivered, and indeed (for a main Ar¬ 
gument to evinceit) to revive and farther make out, 
by a fbmewhat long Deduction, the Opinion of Dr. Ent, 
Gliff'on , &c. That we are no: only dhe&ively, but ma¬ 
terially nourilhed by that Juice; for a particular Ac¬ 
count of which we refer to the Author. 

To this Notion of his, he endeavours to fhevv, that 
thealledged Conditions all agree ; which done, he lays 
down his Ely pot hefts of the manner of the Production of 
the Paroxyjme minutely ; fuppofing, that fome Incon¬ 
gruous, though at firft inoffenfive, matter (on the (core 
of Procatarftick Cauks he points at) being admitted in¬ 
to the Roots of the Nerves in the Cortical part of the 
Brain , is from them propelled into the Medullary, and 
thence into the Trabts of the Nerves and Fibres (which 
he takes to be but Propagines Nervorum) of the whole 
Body ; in which moving flowly, it by degrees maturates 
into a Fermentative Suljlance, and acquires an Acrimony : 
With which when they are filled, and the Acrimony be¬ 
comes troubldome, they contract themfelves to expel 
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it ; but it being confined for feme time (for Keatons- 
alledged) does neceflariiy put them upon repeated Con¬ 
tractions (in which he places the Nature of the Rigor') 
till they at lafi expel it into the Mafs of Blood, arnongit 
whole very Heterogeneous Particles (many of winch 
too, are Sulphurous) it makes a great Commotion , 
which cannot-ceafe till both the Particles of this Ferment, 
and the disturbed Ones of the Blood, are fubdued and 
reduced into order, or expelled. But this Atony of the 
Glandules of the Brain continuing, nay in fbmemeafure 
increafed by the Difeafe, the fore-mentioned Admiffton 
of more Heterogeneous Matter mu ft be repeated, as, in 
the fame order, the Maturation, Eruption into a hit, and 
Extrafion of it, with the alledged Confequents,- and 
that lb often till either by Medicines, or the change of 
Seafon, or other Caufes, thefe Glandules come to reco¬ 
ver their Prifttne Force. 

This Hypothefis he endeavours to confirm from fbme 
obvious general Confederations, and then proceeds firft 
to enumerate, in their order of Invafion, the Symptoms 
which moll ufaally offer themfelves, and then to fblve 
them from his Hypothefis. 

This done, he confiders the Types ; which not having 
been accounted for to his Satisfaction by former Authors, 
he takes himfelf to be obliged to try whether they can 
be from his Hypothefis , and therefore offers a new one 
about them to confideration. 

Therefore in the firft place he confiders that the three 
forts of regular and ufual Types , Quotidian, Tertian , 
and Quartan, do generally obferve certain determinate 
Ckafons of the Year, and not frequently happen at o 
thers, viz. Quotidians in the Winter, Tertians in the 
Spring, and Quartans in the Autumn ; but that rarely 
Tntermzttents begin in the Summer. In the feveral Con 
ftitutions of thefe Seafbns he fuppofesour Blood and other 
Juices obtain likewife different Conftitutions, which fie 
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explains ; fo that there muft, in general, be a difference 
in the circumftances of Difeafes, though of the fame De¬ 
nomination, which happen in either of them. But to 
jfign a reafon why we have Periodical returns, he coofiders, 
Firft, That - we generaliy Eat at determinate Times, 
from whence the admiffion, as well as diftribution of the 
Nutritious Juice (which he before fuppefed to be by the 
Nerves ) muft be Periodical. But this being not fuffici- 
ent, fince moft perions eat oftner than once a day, he 
confiders, Secondly > That we fleep ordinarily but once in 
2.4 Hours, at which time the Brain being relaxed, admits 
the Suppliments of Nouridiment for the next day, as up¬ 
on waking it begins, and all day after continues gently to 
protrude it ("at leaft more vigoroufly) through the whole 
Fibrous Syfteme ; in which time it advances in it’s Matu¬ 
ration, as ufually toward becoming a fit Nutritious 
Juyce, fo now, being in fome degree incongruous, to¬ 
ward a Febrifick Ferment; (o that, ccetensparibus, a Di¬ 
ary Period (uniefs when a greater, or more depraved, 
quantity than ufual of Heterogeneous matter abounds) may 
be hence expe&ed. But to determine the reafon of lon¬ 
ger Periods^ he fiippofes, Thirdly, We muft have recourfe 
to the different Conflitutioos of the year And in the 
Spring the Air abounding (by gener ai content} with Ni¬ 
trous Particles, which though ueftive, end thence apt to 
exagitate and exalt a Morbiftck Ferment, y et helping to 
conftitute the Principles of Vitality , and in fome degree 
corroborative of the Tone of the Glandules , they hinder, 
in fome meafure, the encreafe of the Morbid matter it 
them, fo that fo much cannot be ccngefted in the Syfteme 
of the Nerves and Fibres as to rife to a degree of Vellica- 
tion able to produce a Paroxyfme ; whence there is a ne- 
ceftityof a fecond Night's fupplies to yield a proportio¬ 
nable quantity to the effedb. But in the Autumn , Acids 
abounding, which both in fome degree reprefs Fermen¬ 
tation, and withal help to conftringe the Tone of the 
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parts, the Congeftion cannot be made fo fuddenly as in 
other Seafons ; and therefore, fince the admiflion of the 
matter is had in Sleep, enough cannot be taken in un¬ 
der a fecond Night’s Interval to fupply enough for a Tur- 
gefcence ; which the nature of the matter in feme mea- 
lure hinders from rifing up to it. 

The longer Periods he fuppofes are deducible from a 
greater difpofition to Acidity in the Nervous Juice. And 
that the Seat of the Diftemper is there, the Confederation 
of the Symptoms, wholly or chiefly afteding the Nervofum 
Genus in thofe longer Periods, fo far as he has obferved, 
£eem to him a cogent Argument. 

As to the Anomalies of them, he fuppofes them, in 
the Fourth place, deducible partly from the Variety of 
the Confh tut ions of ? articular Ferfons , partly from par¬ 
ticular Changes of the Air , Aliments , See. and from ex- 
temal occasions, which cannot be enumerated. 

Then he comes to confider the Method of Cure : And 
fince feveral Adminiftrations are necefiary (feme at one 
time of the Diftemper, fome at another; and fome for 
fome Perfons, fome for others, according to various Cir- 
cumftances_) he goes through them, and endeavours to 
render an Account in general, on what Score Flebotomy , 
Vomits , Furgers, Diaphoreticks, Diureticks, Altering Me¬ 
dicines y as Digsfiives , Spec'tficks , Opiats, and Pericarpim 
produce their effcds, when ’t;s proper in their turns to 
ufe them. After which he delivers a fufficient account 
of the particular Methods which he conceives proper for 
each of the three forts of inter mitting Fevers.' 

But fince the Cortex Feruvianus is become fb Celebra¬ 
ted, as well as it is an efFe&ual Remedy for them all, he 
in an entire Chapter offers an /Etiology of it, agreeably 
to the Hypothesis he has laid down of their Source* and 
from Mechanical Principles. To form which, he, iff, 
enumerates (everal Obfervahles relating to its known ef¬ 
fects and circumftances of its Exhibition. %ly. He con- 
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Aiders the Texture of if, which he cakes to be very compact, and 
not quickly diifoluble by the Ferments ’cis now to meet with. 
%iy. He enquires into the Sctne of its Operation,where he traces 
it through the ways of tbs Chyle , thole of the Blood, the Habit of 
the Body .and the Sjjtema Nervorum ,and thinking (for the Rea- 
ions he alSedges) *ds not to be found, adequately to the effetft, 
in the three former, he places it in the 'aft, and endeavours to 
make ir out frcm feveral Deductions. 4 ly. He defcrihes in a 
Aiechanical way the manner of its Action $ fuppofmg that fome 
of its Particles having undergone leveral Comminutions (tho 
not a Difibiucion) frcm the various Firments they have palled, 
arrive at Lift, with the Blood, at the Brain ; and being, with 
feme of its Vehicle, ftps rated there from the groffer parts of 
both, in the Conical Glandules, they are admitted into the 
tubulated Roots of the Nerveous Tree, by the way that the Nu¬ 
tritious Joyce is (upplied ; into which thole of them, which are 
not fmall enough to pals thole Straits along with the]uice,being 
juft admitted, ftick there till other appeiling Subftances give 
them a farther Comminution, and fo precrude them along : 
But on the fcore of their irregular Bides he fuppofts they 
leave room (indeed ) between them and the Jules of thole 
round Velfels for the finer juice to pafs, but preclude the 
entrance to the groffer (which he has luppoftd, is rhe matter 
that makes the Febrile Ferment) and thereby prove no way in¬ 
jurious to the Animal Functions, fmee enough, and chat the pu- 
reft, may pafs by them to actuate the Nerves. Whilft thefe Par¬ 
ticles‘tick here, he conceives that by fofcly cancinacing the in¬ 
cluding Coats with their Angles, they may caufe them to con¬ 
tract themfelves to their due Tone, and they? crumbling by de¬ 
grees as that is doing, leave the part in iesnaturai Efface, and fb 
(without a frefh Caufe) the Diftemper ceales. <yly. He endea¬ 
vours to {hew, that all the mentioned Obfervables agree to his 
Hy pot hefts. Lafily , To accomodate thele Speculations to Pra¬ 
ctice, belays down briefly the Method to be oblerved in rela¬ 
tion to the giving it; thinking withal, it may be ufeful in moft 
Chronical Periodical Diltempers; and concludes with a couple 
ofHifiories, to confirm his Notion of the Seat of the Diftem- 
per, and the Scene of the Operation of the Cortex. 

His.fiibjoined Difcourfe concerning the Spiral Fiores of the 
Inteftincs having been many years fince pubiilhed in Engiift in 
the Philofophic.al Tranfatftions, he now, at the importunity of 
iorne Friends, has thought fit to publifh in Latine. 
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